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GRAND VALLEY 
STATE COLLEGE 
No. 69 August, 1970 
NEW SCHOOL OF BUSINESS APPROVED --- The 
Board of Control of GVSC has approved 
a new School of Business with an en-
larged program that allows students to 
complete a BS in business administra-
tion with an emphasis in accounting or 
a general business program. It also 
offers an expanding Business Internship 
Program for practical on-the-job ex-
perience. The School will also offer 
local business and industry programs for 
continuing education, research and 
development, information, and a source 
of trained manpower . The School is 
under the direction of Professor Marvin 
De Vries. 
NEW DEGREE PROGRAMS OFFERED --- New de-
gree programs have been approved by 
the Board of Control in Public Service, 
Earth Science, Environmental Science 
and Theatre. Police Administration 
will be the first phase of the Public 
Service program that provides practical 
work experience as interns or aides 
as part of the course of study leading 
to the BS degree. Following the in-
troduction of Police Administration this 
fall, a legislative administration pro-
gram will be developed with internships 
and aide experience in Lansing and Wash-
ington offered the students. The program 
will be conducted by the Political 
Science Department and is under the 
direction of Assistant Professor Samir 
IsHak. 
The BS degree in Environmental Sciences 
is now being offered to students who 
wish to understand man's total environ-
ment better through interdisciplinary 
studies in such areas as biology, so-
ciology, anthropology, chemistry and 
geology. A great increase in the study 
of earth science in high schools has 
resulted in a shortage of teachers. 
cvsc's new BS degree program in Earth · 
Sciences is in response to the growing 
demand in Michigan schools particularly 
for Earth Science teachers. One other 
major program approved by the Board of 
Control offers the BA in Theatre and 
includes complete courses in stage-
craft, acting, make-up, history, light-
ing, directing, costuming and children's 
theatre as well as other facets of the 
theatre. 
1969-70 COMMENCEMENT --- Three honorary 
doctorates were awarded at the June 14 
Commencement of Grand Valley State College 
as 409 graduates received their baccalau-
reate degrees from college president 
Arend D. Lubbers. Those receiving the 
honorary degrees included Dr. Harry 
Jellema, Doctor of Literature; Francis 
A. Kornegay, Doctor of Humane Letters; 
and Dr. James H. Zumberge, Doctor of Laws. 
Dr. Jellema is one of the original mem-
bers of the GVSC faculty and has had 
a distinguished career as a teacher 
of philosophy. Mr. Kornegay is an out-
standing Detroit civic leader who has 
spent the last 25 years working ener-
getically in that city's Urban League, 
since 1960 as its Executive Director. 
And Dr. Zumberge was GVSC's first pres-
ident and is an internationally recog-
nized geologist. He delivered the com-
mencement address. 
SUMMER ENROLLMENT UP Nearly 900 
students are on the GVSC campus this 
summer, enrolled in more than 90 
classes. This represents almost a 40% 
increase over last sunnner's 646 students. 
Classes began June 24. Many will run 
only five weeks; others will run the 
full 10-week term. More courses are 
being offered during the second five-
week session which began July 30. A 
faculty of some 50 teachers is conduc-
ting the courses. 
NEW DEANS APPOINTED~-- New deans for 
the College of Arts and Sciences and 
Thomas Jefferson College of General 
Studies have been appointed. The 
new Dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences is Dr. Glenri Niemeyer, Pro~ 
fessor of History, and .one of the 
original members of the GVSC faculty. 
Dean of Thomas Jefferson College is 
Dr. T. Dan Gilmore, who ear lier had 
accepted an appointment as an asso-
ciate professor of p~ychology at 
GVSC. He comes to GVSC from Central 
College, Pella, Iowa. 
REGISTRATION BY MAIL --- GVSC has con-
verted its registration process so 
that it will now be handled by mail, 
doing away with the pr~vious process 
of "passing through the line" on 
campus. Students accepted by GVSC 
will receive full instructions on 
registration through the mails from 
the Admissions Office. Deadline for 
tuition payment for fall term is 
the Friday following Labor Day. No 
tuition deposit is required but 
fees must be paid on time or pen-
alties will be assessed. 
NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION --- More than 
750 entering freshmen and approxi-
mately 450 transfer students are 
undergoing orientation sessions on 
campus during the sununer. Lasting 
from one to three days, the sessions 
were designed by GVSC's Student 
Services to provide an introduction 
to the college, familiarization with 
campus facilities, participation in 
placement testing, an opportunity for 
course planning, and pre-registration. 
The Freshman students arrive on Sun-
day evenings and stay until Tuesday 
afternoon. Size of each group is 
about 85 persons. Transfer students 
participate in a one-day session 
held on Wednesday. Student assis-
tants serve as guides. 
EXTENSION COURSES BEGIN --- GVSC's 
first extension courses will be 
offered, beginning this September, 
as part of the downtown Grand Rapids 
University Extension Center curri-
culum. Professor Richard Flanders 
will offer a course on "The American 
Indian" and Dr. Carl Bajema will 
teach "Population Problems". Both 
courses will be offered for either under-
graduate GVSC credit or graduate U of 
M credit. Other extension courses 
are being planned for . future offering 
in cooperation with the Godwin Regional 
Adult Education and Training Program, 
conducted evenings . in Godwin, Grandville 
and East Kentwood High Schools. 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION INTERNSHIPS --- Five 
GVSC students are at work in Grand Rapids 
city government offices this summer, 
earning $2-$3 an hour while they work 
as assistants in various departments, 
such as Budget, Civil Service, Model 
Cities, Income Tax and Water. Under 
the direction of Political Science 
Assistant Professor Samir IsHak, the 
program is expected to grow so that many 
other cities are involved, allowing 
students to work in or near their home 
towns. The new program also offers 
opportunities for future possible munic-
ipal employment after graduation. It 
is open to all GVSC students. 
SUMMER STUDENT TEACHING --- A cooperative 
program between GVSC's Teacher Educa-
tion Center and area school districts 
has made possible expansion of the stu-
dent teaching program during the sunnner 
term. Nearly 50 students are doing 
their practice teaching in elementary, 
middle, secondary and special educa-
tion classrooms in six local public 
schools that are operating remedial and 
enrichment educational programs during 
the sunnner. 
FINE ARTS BUILDING GOES UP --- Ground 
breaking and excavation for the new 
Fine Arts building started in June and 
work is progressing rapidly towards 
the completion of the facility by a 
year from this September. The nearly 
$2 million insulated panel building 
will include a 500-seat auditorium as 
well as offices, classrooms and other 
facilities for the teaching of art, 
music and drama. State and Federal 
grants were made to the college for fi-
nancing the project. Another building, 
the third dormitory, is further along 
in construction with some of the out-
side walls already going up. 
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